Remaoate Control Resolution

Whereas, one of 1he priméry goais of the Pennsyivania AFL-C|O is 1o help secura safe
workplaces for Pennsylvania workers. ana : .

Whereas, the Pennsyivania AFL-CIO i deaicated 1o the proposition that all ctzens of

Pennsyivama have a nght o a safe environment, free from the hazards of the unconirodied
releases of nazardous materials (HAZMAT); ana

Whnereas, ralroad companies that operate in Pennsylveéma Yransporl farge amounts of
hazardous ehemicals [sokds, hquids, gasses); and

Whereas, these cangerous chemicais are subjact 1o uncontrolled releases and spillage when

rairoad cars carrying HAZMAT, are ruptured during aeradments or collisions with other rokng
stock; and

Whnereas, the railroads operaling n Pennsylvania have implemented remate control
locometive (RCL) cperauons in which unmanned locomotives will ba uged 14 Switeh railcars

contamng MHAZMAT or swilch cars an tracks adjacent to HAZMAT cars, occupied locomotves,
ang passenger trans; ana :

Whereas. in 1ne United States, rairoaq companies have been alowed 1o implement these
RCL operations without Federal Railroad Aaministration (FRA) regulations in spite of a raquest by
the BLE 1o the FRA (Novemper, 2000) and these railroad companies have faded o imgiemeant
adequate traimng programs for remote control operations (RCO's); ana

Whereas, thess railroad companies have faled (0 adept and/or enforce e operaucnal
practces most critical for employee and pubiic safety recommenaed by the FRA Satety Advisory
on remote control cpesations {February, 2000) ana these railroaa companies have faled 1o
Impiement adequate raiing pragrams for remote control aperations (RCO'S); ana

whereas, more than forty (40) rairoad accidents have occurred iy RCL operations around the
United States within the pas! two years, during hasly, unregulated implementation of RCL
operaticns fun by wnadequately rainad personnel resultng in sericus deraitments, property
gamage, HAZMAT release. personat injuries and death to employees;

Tnerefore Be It Resoiveg. that the Pennsylvane AFL-CIQ calls upon ihe State of
Pennsylvania to prohibit the use of RCL technology in swilching Operauons untl such rime as:

(1) A through risk assessment study of RCL operations has been made and pubiisned by a
thira party, (2) An FRA regulation governing RCL operauons is promuigated; (3) The radroad
companies in Pennsylvania give proper notice 1o all city, county, Municipal and State Emergency

Pianning Commintees of thay RCL operations and specify the Iocations whers those operanons
witi take piace.

Be It Finally Resolved, that the cfficers of the Pennsylvania AFL-CIO will wnte a ietter 1o Allan
Rutter, FRA Aarninistrator. cailing on fhvm to reopen FRA Dacket No. 2000-8422, recommending
the study of RCL operations as raquested by the Brothernood of Locomotive Enginesrs, so mat

railroad employees, ctizens, and communities which may be affected can register their concerns
aooul the safaty of railroad operations in their neighborhoods.
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