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Michigan Sinie Legislative Bourd
Brotherhood of Locomative Engineers

Whereas, one of the primary goals of the Metropolitan Dettoit AR .CIO is to help secure so b
workplaces for Michigan workers: sud

thms. the Metropolitan Detroit AFT.-CIO is dedicated o the proposition that all citirens of
Michigen Buve @ right 10 a safe snviroament, ffee rorm the hazards of uncentrolied releases of
hazardous routerials (TTAZMATY: and

Whereas, railroad companies that opewie in Michigan, tansport Jarge amonnts of hazardous
chemienal (solids. Tiquida, gasses): and

Wherens, these dangerend chemicals are subjoct to uvconmuolled releases und spillaee when
raileoad cars urrying HAZMAT, are ruptared doring, dersilmens of eollisions with ather rolling
stk sod :

Whereas, the railroads nperaring in Michigon have implomcnted romote contral locomative
{RCL) operations in which unmanned locomotives will be used lo switch railears COMLAINitY
HAZMAYL or switch cars on racks adiacent 1o HAZMAT cars. occupisd locomotives. wid
TrassenERr (rains; and

Whereax, in the United Swies. roilroad companies have been allowed to implemen: these REE
opersiions withour Federa! Railrosd Administration (FRA) reguiations  inn spite of a toguest by
the DLL w the FRA (November, 2000) 10 inftiate regulatory procesdings under FRA Docker Ne.
2000-83270 amd

Whereas. these railrond companies have failed 1o adopt andsor eoibrey the operational practices
most eriifeal for emplayee wnd public safety recommended by the PRA Safets Advisory on
Rernote Control Operations (February. 2002} mnd these railroad companies have tailed to
unploment adegaate raining proprams (0 rétnete cuntrol operations {RCO s): and

Whereas, more than forly (40) raflroad acoidents have ocewrred in RO spemtions sround the
Umitedd States within the past Two years, durinp hasey, usrcgwlared implimentation of RCL
operation nm by iradequately tained personnel - resuiting in sevious dersitmans, PTOPETTY
damage. HAZMAT release, personal injurics and deatk to cmployees:

Theretore Be 1t Resolved. thar the Metropolitan Dewoft AFE-ULO catls upen the state of
Michigan w0 probibit the use of REL technology in switching nperations unti! such fme ass (1)
A thorough misk assessinent study of RCL operstions has been mwie apd published by a third
party: (2} An FRA regulation governing RCT. aperations is promuleated; (1) The railrad
companivs i Michigan give proper notice w all city, county, muuicipal and State Emergency
Praneing Commirtees of therr RCL operations and specify the focations where those operstions
will lake plage.

Be Tt Finally Resohved, that the officers of the Metropoiitan Deteoli AFL-CICH will write a tetrer
1 the FRA Adminisator, calling nn him or her to reopen RWFRA Daocket No. 300D-834372,
recomnending the swdy of RCL operations as requested by the Brotherhood of Tocomotive
Fagineers. so that ruilmoad employees, citizens, and communities which may be oifected can
register their concerns about the safety of railroad aperations in their nefghborboads.
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