American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

815 Sixteanth Street, N.W. JOHN J. SWEENEY RICHARD L. TRUMKA LINDA CHAVEZ-THOMPSON
Washington, D.C. 20006 PRESIDENT SECREYARY-TREASURER EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
(202) 637-5000
hitp:/fwww.aflcio.org Vincent R. Sombrotto Gerald W. McEntes Morton Bahr Gene Upshaw
Frank Hanley Michael Sacco Frank Hurt Gloria T. Johnson
Douglas H. Dority Stephen P Yokich Ciayola Brown M.A. "Mac" Fleming
Patricia Friand Michael Goodwin Joe L. Gresne Sonny Hall
Carroll Haynes ‘James La Sala William Lucy Leon Lynch
Arturo S. Rodriguez Rabert A. Scardelletti Andrew L. Stern Edward L. Fire
Martin J. Maddaloni John M. Bowers Sandra Feldman R. Themas Butfenbarger
Boyd D. Young Dennis Rivera Bobby L. Harnage Sr. Stuart Appetbaum
John W, Wilhelm Elizabath Bunn Michaei E. Monros Michael J. Sulltvan
James P. Hoffa Capt, Duane Woerth Terence O'Sullivan Harold Schaitbergar
Edwin D. Hill Joseph J, Hunt Cheryl Johnson Bruce Raynor
Clyde Rivers Cecil Roberts Edward C. Sullivan William Burrus
Lec W. Gerard Melissa Gilbert Edward J, McElroy Jr.

March 22, 2002

Mr. Byron Boyd |
{)Ir;istﬁier'll'translportation Union | B. OF L. E.J-T
Cleveland, Oho 44107 | PR -1 2007
Dear President Boyd: EXECUTIVE DEPT.

1regret that you canceled the meeting that had been scheduled for March 12 with
AFL-CIO Secretary-Treasurer Rich Trumka and myself. Ihad hoped to be able to discuss
directly with you the continuing dispute between the United Transportation Union and our
affiliate, the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers.

Soon after your cancellation of this meeting, I had the opportunity to read in the BNA’s
Daily Labor Report an interview with you which seems to imply that the UTU would seek
reaffiliation with the AFL-CIO once the current dispute involving the BLE has been resolved.

I would have hoped to discuss this matter in person but I want to reiterate the :
Federation’s willingness to seek a mutually acceptable resolution of this matter. But I also must
tell you that at the recent meeting of the AFL-CIO’s Executive Council a resolution was adopted
expressing strong support for the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers in this dispute and
authorizing the Federation to take all possible steps to support our affiliate in this matter.

The UTU’s continued effort before the National Mediation Board (NMB) to overtum
established craft and class distinctions in the rail industry remains a violation of the constitution
and bylaws of the AFL-CIO. The AFL-CIO, and all our affiliated unions, support the BLE’s
position on this matter before the NMB. Iam also urging all other affiliated unions that

represent railroad industry employees and the AFL-CIO Transportation Trades Department to do
the same.




While we remain open to the reaffiliation of your national union, such a reaffiliation
continues to be jeopardized by this constitutional violation. Should the UTU prevail in changing
long-established craft and class rules, it would most certainly not clear the way for the UTU’s
return to the Federation, as you are quoted as suggesting in the DLR interview. To the contrary,
it would remove any such possibility of future reaffiliation, as long as this matter is not resolved
to the satisfaction of our affiliate, the BLE.

I remain willing to meet with you and discuss any issues that you believe need to be
addressed. But neither the AFL-CIO, nor our affiliated national unions, will stand by while your
organization attempts to destroy another national labor organization.

I reaffirm my suggestion that this matter be discussed face to face.

Sincerely,

_ %}y@e ney D )

President
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